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CONDITION 1 (check One) 7 ( check  One) I 

C a r t e r ' s  Grove, a few miles from Williamsburg Virginia has been, s ince  
1928, a f ive -pa r t  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  the  manner of a late-Georgian design. It 
was b u i l t  by David Minitree,  a Williamsburg bui lder ,  from 1750-1753 f o r  
Car t e r  Burwell, grandson of Robert 'King' Car ter  of Corotoman and was pro-
bably designed by t h e  a r c h i t e c t  Richard Talieferro.  Its des ign  der ives  
from William Salmon's book published i n  1734, Pal ladio Londonensis, o r  The 
London A r t  of Building.  Unt i l  t h i s  century, C a r t e r ' s  Grove was a two-stor) 
mansion with f lanking,  balanced, completely detached dependencies. It had 
a low-pitched (about 40 degrees) hipped roof ,  unbroken by the  four teen  
dormers which today mark t h e  ex te r io r .  C a r t e r ' s  Grove was t h e  culmination 
o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  early-Georgian s t y l e ,  and remained v i r t u a l l y  unchanged f o r  
over  150 yea r s .  

I n  1908, a hyphen was cons t ruc ted ,  connecting the k i t chen  t o  t h e  house, 
and i n  1928 when t h e  proper ty  was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Archibald 
MacCrae, very extens ive  changes were made t o  the  f a b r i c  of the  bui ld ing .  
The roof was r a i s e d  eleven f e e t ,  the  hyphen t o  the k i t chen  was r e b u i l t ,  
and a s i m i l a r  one was added t o  the  o ther  s i d e  of the  house. Both of the  
f l ank ing  outbui ld ings  were broadened and were changed from 1 t o  1%s t o r i e s .  

A l l  of t he  t h i s  notwithstanding however, Carter 's  Grove is  an  extremely 
b e a u t i f u l  example of Southern Colonial a rch i t ec tu re ,  a l though appearing 
today i n  a s t y l e  l a t e r  than the  o r i g i n a l  conception. The i n t e r i o r s  of 
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  without  peer  i n  the  Southern Colonies. Paneled 
throughout i n  p ine  and walnut ,  they present  a stunning atmosphere which 
cap tu res  t h e  grace  and elegance of the  Georgian c o l o n i a l  experience i n  
Vi rg in ia .  

The e x t e r i o r  of C a r t e r ' s  Grove is  i n  dark red bricks l a i d  i n  a Flemish 
bond. A double moulded b r i c k  water  t a b l e  and a rubbed b r i c k  b e l t  course 
a r t i c u l a t e  the  l o c a t i o n  of separa te  funct ions.  The moulded and guaged 
b r i c k  ent rance  a t  t he  North (land) f r o n t  i s  a tour-de-force of g r e a t  
s k i l l  and beauty. The one a t  the  r i v e r  f r o n t  (South) i s  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  so 
s i n c e  it is sca r red  by the  inc i s ions  of vandals. The s t r i k i n g  and sur-
p r i s i n g l y  e l abora te  i n t e r i o r  of C a r t e r ' s  Grove was and i s  prepared f o r  
by t h e  g r e a t  v i s u a l  s i m p l i c i t y  of the  ex te r io r .  Some of t h a t  i s  l o s t  
now with l e s s  a r e a  of blank wal l  space, and a g rea te r  sense of movement 
c rea ted  by the  new l i n e s  of the  dormers, hyphens, b a r r e l  tops  on the  
chimneys of t h e  dependencies, and so on. 

The ent rance  h a l l ,  the  most impressive room i n  the house, introduces US,  

through i t s  symmetry, sweeping archway, and grand s t a i r c a s e ,  t o  the  
i n s i s t e n t  formal i ty  of t h i s  Georgian house. The room i s  f u l l y  paneled 

wi th  p ine ,  wi th  a f u l l  en tab la tu re  around it, while each of the  openings 
i s  framed by p e r f e c t l y  executed Ionic  p i l a s t e r s .  Throughout C a r t e r ' s  

Grove, the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l  is  no t  only beau t i fu l ,  bu t  au thent ic  i n  
i ts  c l a s s i c a l  propor t ions ,  s e t t i n g  a new standard of ' co r rec tness '  i n  
c o l o n i a l  America. 

(continued) 
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C a r t e r ' s  Grove p lan ta t ion  was cons t ruc ted  from 1750-1753 f o r  C a r t e r  
Burwell, grandson of Robert 'King' Car t e r  of Corotoman. It was b u i l t  by 

David Mini t ree ,  a Williamsburg b u i l d e r ,  wi th  t h e  i n t e r i o r  joinery executed 
by Richard Bay l i s s ,  an Englishman brought he re  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h a t  
purpose. The o r i g i n a l  design of C a r t e r ' s  Grove i s  derived from William 
Salmon's P a l l a d i o  Londonensis, o r  The London A r t  of Bui ld ing  of 1734 and 
was l i k e l y  designed from t h a t  source by Richard T a l i e f e r r o ,  the  Uil l iams-
burg a r c h i t e c t ,  C a r t e r ' s  Grove represented the  culmination oZ ths  ea r ly -
Georgian Virg in ia  p lan ta t ion  house with a two s to ry  c e n t r a l  block flanked 
by completely detached, balanced dependencies. Its appearance was 
r a d i c a l l y  changed i n  1928 and today exemplif ies  the broad,  sweeping f ive -
p a r t  p l an  more prevalent  about 1775. The e x t e r i o r  of C a r t e r ' s  Grove is  
q u i t e  simple, i n  i t s  early-Georgian manner (although now l ivened by t h e  
20th century dormers, bar re l - top  chimneys, broad hyphens, and so on) bu t  
r ep resen t s  a r e a l  tour-de-force i n  some of i t s  brickwork. The double-
moulded water t a b l e ,  the  rubbedbr ick  b e l t  course, and the  handsomely-
executed moulded and gauged entranceways a t  the  North and South f r o n t s  
s tand out .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  i n t e r i o r s  a r e  of unpara le l led  beauty i n  the  
South. Executed not only with an obvious s k i l l  and appeal ,  t he  carving . 
and pane l l ing  shows a s tandard of ' co r rec tness '  i n  c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l  which 
hsd not  been seen before i n  co lon ia l  America. 

Owned today by the  Colonial Williamsburg Corporation, C a r t e r ' s  Grove i s  
maintained i n  exce l l en t  condi t ion  and i s  open t o  the  ~ u b l i cf o r  e i g h t  
months of the  year .  
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7. Descript ion:  (1) C a r t e r ' s  Grove P lan ta t ion  

The most a r r e s t i n g  v i s u a l  f e a t u r e  of the  entrance room is the  broad and 
sweeping e l l i p t i c a l  archway which nearly reaches from one s i d e  of the  room 
t o  the  o the r .  Through the  arch ,  one sees the  r a t h e r  ceremonial S t a i r  t o  
t h e  upper s t o r y .  Its b a l l u s t e r s  a r e  round-shafted and a l l  of the  same 
p a t t e r n ,  wi th  t h r e e  of them t o  a tread.  The handra i l  and b a l l u s t e r s  a r e  
of walnut,  while  nea r ly  a l l  of the o ther  panel ing and carving i n  the  house 
was done i n  p ine  which today has acquired an  extremely beau t i fu l  and mellow 
honey tone. This  r e s u l t s  from the o i l  of the  pa in t  which covered the  
i n t e r i o r s  of C a r t e r ' s  Grove f o r  two cen tu r i e s .  Pa in t ing  was c e r t a i n l y  the  
fashion  dur ing  t h e  e ighteenth  century, but i t  was removed and the  panel ing 
waxed during t h e  1928 re s to ra t ion .  

The o t h e r  rooms on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  a l s o  a  t r easu re  of c l a s s i c a l l y  carved 
d e t a i l  and of marble mantels.  Some of those decora t ive  elements were 
probably imported from London, a s  Richard Bayl iss  was brought from England 
t o  c a r r y  ou t  the  woodwork f o r  David Minitree,  the  bui lder .  

The o r i g i n a l  holding a t  C a r t e r ' s  Grove is  est imated t o  have been 1400 a c r e s ,  
a small p o r t i o n  indeed of King Car t e r ' s  300,000, and today the  holding i s  
down t o  a mere 522 ac res ,  l e s s  than ha l f  t he  o r i g i n a l .  The ques t ion  of 
what bu i ld ings ,  p l an t ings ,  and a c t i v i t i e s  were once a p a r t  of t h a t  land,  
was turned over t o  a team of archeologis ts  i n  June 1970, who made a quick 
( four teen  month) study of t h i s  l a r g e  area.  Their r e p o r t  was published as 
D i g ~ i n g  f o r  C a r t e r ' s  Grove by Ivor ~ 0 2 1Hume i n  1974 and among o t h e r  d e t a i l s ,  
o u t l i n e s  t h e i r  f indings  of a r t i f a c t s ,  outbui ld ings ,  b r i c k  k i l n s ,  w e l l s ,  and 
so  on. That r epor t  shows, among o the r  th ings ,  t h a t  the  o r i g i n a l  approach 
road is now by-passed, t h a t  the re  is no d e f i n i t e  evidence of a  wharf having 
stood a t  C a r t e r ' s  Grove during the  e ighteenth  century,  t h a t  a l a r g e  number 
of the  dard-red b r i cks  f o r  Car ter ' s  Grove were probably made r i g h t  on the  
proper ty ,  t h a t  o y s t e r s h e l l  lime mortar was s t i l l  being used here  i n  the 
middle of the  e ighteenth  century, t h a t  some s o r t  of c o l o n i a l  bui ld ing  which 
has not been y e t  i d e n t i f i e d  stood immediately t o  the  nor th  and e a s t  of the  
k i tchen,  t h a t  t h e r e  were tanning p i t s  and an ice-house, o r  poss ib ly  two, 
b u i l t  nearby, and t h a t  our  appreciat ion of the  landscaping a t  C a r t e r ' s  
Grove d e r i v e s  more from subsequent development than from e ighteenth  century 
work. 

The wharf and the  landscaping deserve f u r t h e r  mention. It had been hoped 
when t h e  d i g  began t h a t  some evidence could be  found connecting the  known 
ex i s t ence  of a  wharf b u i l t  i n  the  n ine teenth  century ,  with the  one t h a t  
was known t o  have ex i s t ed  a t  T rebe l l ' s  Landing in  the  e ighteenth .  The only 
surviv ing  map i s  a 1782 French m i l i t a r y  map showing the  s i t e  of t h a t  
landing,  where in t ens ive  a c t i v i t y  took p lace  during t h e  American Revolution. 
No evidence could be found, however, t h a t  the  l a t e r  wharf was on t h e  same 
s i t e  a s  T r e b e l l ' s  Landing. It is e n t i r e l y  poss ib le  t h a t  the  e igh teen th  
century C a r t e r ' s  Grove never d id  have a wharf of i ts  own, but  in s t ead  

(continued) 
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7. Descript ion:  ( 2 )  C a r t e r ' s  Grove P l a n t a t i o n  

simply r e l i e d  upon the  common p rac t i ce  of of f - loading  merchandise i n  
sha l low-draf t  l i g h t e r s  and then beaching them, o r  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  they may 
have simply c a r r i e d  bulk goods overland from Yorktown o r  elsewhere. 

The huge t u l i p  poplars  which today dominate the  south f r o n t  of C a r t e r ' s  
Grove, and a r e  themselves a century o ld ,  a r e  t h e  a n t i t h e s i s  of e igh teen th  
century  t a s t e ,  which sought t h e  c a r e f u l l y  con t ro l l ed  v i s t a  i n  preference  
t o  t h e  kind of dominance we have now. Then, the  house was t o  be  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  landscape,  a foca l  po in t ,  not  shrouded a s  today, i n  i t s  
p r i v a t e  world of shade t r e e s .  

The s i t e  today of the  a t t r a c t i v e  boxwood garden near  the  d a i r y ,  was 
nothing s o  g e n t e e l  i n  the  e ighteenth  century .  Then, i t  was a k i t chen  yard 
paved with b r i c k  b a t s ,  oys t e r she l l s ,  and domestic rubbish t o  g ive  it a 
good drainage sur face .  

Immediately t o  the  south of t h e  house where the  ground drops o f f  through 
t e r r a c e s  and f i e l d s  t o  the r i v e r ,  a fenced-off a rea  e x i s t e d ,  242 f e e t  wide 
and 540 f e e t  towards the  r i v e r .  Most l i k e l y ,  these  were beds of vegetables  
wi th  t h e  f l a t  a rea  nea res t  t h e  house used f o r  a flower garden,  t h e  two 
poss ib ly  d iv ided  by a  wa l l ,  a  hedge, o r  j u s t  t h e  f a l l i n g  of t h e  t e r r a c e .  
This  t h e s i s  could be  proved o r  disproved by a rcheo log ica l ly  excavat ing the  
a r e a ,  but  has not  been done f o r  f e a r  of damaging t h e  root  systems of t h e  
pop la r s .  It i s  c l e a r ,  however, t h a t  any r e -c rea t ion  of  a  c o l o n i a l  environ- 
ment by t h e  Colonial  Williamsburg Corporat ion w i l l  have t o  bear  c l o s e l y  
i n  mind t h e  discrepancy between what we th ink  t h e  e igh teen th  century may 
have been about and what i t  a c t u a l l y  was. 

BOUNDARIES 

Since  t h e  500 ac res  remaining a t  C a r t e r ' s  Grove c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  l a s t  
remaining p iece  of the  o r i g i n a l  holding and i s  s t i l l  made up of  f i e l d s  and 
woods, not  un l ike  the  s e t t i n g  two c e n t u r i e s  ago, t h e r e  seems every reason 
t o  p lace  a  boundary l i n e  around t h i s  landmark co-extensive wi th  t h e  owner-
sh ip  l i n e s  today. Following Mrs. MacCrae's dea th  i n  1960, C a r t e r ' s  Grove 
was so ld  t o  the  S e a l a n t i c  Fund Inc . ,  and a few yea r s  l a t e r  turned over  t o  
Colonia l  Williamsburg Inc. ,  the p resen t  owner. They have p lans  t o  develop 
t h e  proper ty  f u r t h e r ,  now open t o  t h e  pub l i c ,  i n t o  a  working i l l u s t r a t i o n  
of an e igh teen th  century southern p l a n t a t i o n .  

A p l a t  map of t h e  Colonia l  Williamsburg holding i s  a t t ached  wi th  t h i s  
form and i t  g ives  d e t a i l e d  information about  t h e  boundary. E s s e n t i a l l y  

i t  i s  a 406 a c r e  p iece  of land between s t a t e  highway 60 and The James 
River ,  descending towards the  r i v e r  i n  a  s e r i e s  of f l a t  t e r r a c e s  and 
framed on e i t h e r  s i d e  by woods and ravines ,  It i s  des ignated  t h e r e i n  a s  

) p a r c e l  I. 
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